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Ministry to avoid any publicity on his return were a blunder
which only served to multiply the suspicions that the Government
was hiding something.
The following message had been conveyed to Lawrence on
board the Rajputana on January 17th.
On your arrival the press will I am afraid meet you and
as much as possible will try to interview you, and photograph
you. Endeavour as much as possible to avoid being inter-
viewed.
With the Press campaign, alarm at the Air Ministry increased,
and instructions were given that an officer in mufti should meet
Lawrence at Plymouth and get him away unbeknown to anyone,
with instructions to go on leave straight away, until he was sent
for.
These measures might almost have been designed to defeat
the objects of the Government of India in sending him home, and
resulted in a natural endeavour on the part of newspaper men
and politicians to arrive at the truth about what Lawrence had
really been doing.
On February 4th, the Daily News had a column headed:
GREAT   MYSTERY   OF   COLONEL   LAWRENCE
SIMPLE   AIRCRAFTSMAN   OR   WHAT?
TIME   THE   TRUTH   WAS   KNOWN
THE   ARCH-SPY
A leader of the same date said that he should not be allowed to
masquerade in the R.A.F.
The Daily News was informed that Lawrence had been posted
to Cattewater on ordinary service duty, and the Press generally
informed that since he had joined the R.A.F. he had performed
the duties of an Aircraft Hand and nothing else.
But this concealment and mystery were clearly unsatisfactory
and questions were asked in Parliament, concentrating upon
Lawrence's using the name of Shaw, the change of name by
deed-poll having been concealed from the public.